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Tlie  business  of  the  Society  during  the  year  lsi4 
shows  another  marked  increase  in  tiie  nninber  and 
a marked  change  in  the  nationalities  of  its  clients. 
The  number  of  applicants  who  solicited  assistance 
at  the  Attorney’s  office  of  this  Society  during 
was  7,835.  This  is  an  increase  of  over  l,5oo  cases 
as  compared  with  the  showing  in  18P3,  and  is  a 
larger  increase  than  has  ever  before  occurred  during 
one  year.  The  gradual  advance  towards  these 
figures  which  has  taken  place  during  the  existence 
of  this  Society  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table, 
which  shows  the  numbers  of  applicants  during  each 
year  from  1876  to  1894,  inclusive  ; 
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1876, 

number  of  applications,  . 

212 

1877, 

• 

750 

1878, 

* * i i 

• 

977 

1879, 

1880, 

• 

^4  4 4 

1,903 
0 1 

^ ^ A.  ^ •ml 

1881, 

• * k 4 

• 

2,832 

1882, 

k 4 k 4 

• 

3,413 

1883, 

• 

3,400 

1884, 

4 4 4 

• 

3, 640 

1885, 

1886, 

» ^ i i 

• 

• 

3,802 
3, 306 

1887, 

« 4 4 4 

• 

3,485 

1888, 

i ^ k k 

• 

3,315 

1889, 

» k 4 4 

9 

3, 500 

1890, 

4 4 4 4 

• 

4,078 

1891, 

» 4 4 4 

• 

5,412 

1892, 

/ 

k 4 4 4 

9 

5,541 

1893, 

k 4 4 4 

• 

6,285 

1894, 

h ^ ^ i 

• 

7,835 

65,808 

In  all,  therefore,  sixty-five  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight  applicants  have  thus  far  enjo}"ed 
1 he  assistance  of  the  Societv.  It  must  be  clear  to 
all  that  it  is  a difficult  and  serious  business  to  rep 
l esent  in  one  office,  and  within  one  year,  the  legal 
interests  and  claims  of  over  7,Su<>  clients,  which 
jiieans  an  influx  of  about  26  new  clients  during 
every  working  day  of  the  year.  Mr.  Robert  Goeller, 
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wlio  has  had  charge  of  the  Attorney's  office  during 
the  last  preceding  year,  has  surrounded  himself 
with  an  able  and  courteous  staff  of  assistants,  and 
deserves  the  highest  praise  for  his  intelligent 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  our  wards.  To  enable 
him  to  handle  the  increased  number  of  applicants, 
the  allowance  made  to  the  Attornev's  office  bv  the 
Board  of  Directors  was  increased  dui’ing  the  past 
year  from  sd, Son  to  ^6, non.  Wlien  we  contrast  this 
amount  with  the  number  of  applicants  wlio  received 
the  actual  service  of  the  Societv,  to  wit,  7,S3d.  we 
find  that  the  expense  to  the  Society  of  each  client 
during  the  year  was  seventy-six  cents,  which  is  a 
much  better  showing  than  was  observable  at  the 
commencement  of  our  work.  Thus,  during  the  first 
year  (1876)  the  Society  paid  its  Attorney  SId>6o  foi‘ 
taking  care  of  212  cases,  nearly  8o-00,  therefore,  foi- 
each  applicant.  The  sum  of  86,000  was  maiidy 
raised,  as  your  Treasurer's  Report  shows,  by  con- 
tributions from  the  members  of  the  Societv.  On  the 
date  of  this  your  President's  Report  the  Society  lias 
172  full  members,  (of  whom  four,  to  wit,  the  assist- 
ant counsel,  are  relieved  from  the  payment  of 
dues),  and  75  associate  members.  The  full  members, 
paying  820  per  annum,  show  an  expected  I'evenue 
of  83,dd0;  the  associate  members,  paying  810  each, 
promise  a revenue  of  8150^ — in  all,  therefore,  8d,  lOo. 
It  is  evident  that  this  amount  will  not  suffice  to  pay 
the  Attorney  the  stipulated  86,00o  for  the  ensuing- 
year,  and  although  we  have  to  record  an  increased 
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membership  as  compared  with  last  year,  the  in- 
crease is  not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  look  into  the 
future  without  some  apprehension. 

Although  the  German  Legal  Aid  Society  is  recog- 
nized as  a charitable  institution  of  the  highest 
character,  although  it  enables  tens  of  thousands  of 
suffering  human  beings  to  be  relieved  from  the 
oppressive  feeling  and  agony  which  invariably 
accompany  injustice,  although  it  has  served  to 
extend  its  helping  hand  now  to  <)\^er  tl5,ooo  human 
beings,  residents  of  the  City  of  New  York,  we  find 
l>arely  250  of  the  well-to-do  ready  to  join  this  noble 
work.  Your  Society  has  not  asked  nor  received 
assistance  from  the  State  or  from  the  municipal 
authorities ; it  has  not  received  aid  from  cliarity 
halls  or  other  semi-public  endeavors  to  raise  money 
for  those  who  take  care  of  the  poor,  but  it  feels  that 
it  has  the  right  to  ask  a more  general  recognition 
from  the  citizens  at  large. 

It  is  strange  that  the  human  mind  more  readily 
appreciates  the  suffering  of  the  body  than  that  of 
the  soul.  We  are  always  ready  to  come  to  the 
assistance  of  those  who  are  afflicted  in  the  body; 
we  generously  support  hospitals  innumerable  in 
which  that  phase  of  suffering  seeks  and  finds  relief  ; 
but  though  we  all  know  what  it  is  to  suffer  from 
tyrannical  or  unjust  treatment,  and  have  undergone 
and  tested  the  agony  of  soul  which  follows  the 
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unsuccessful  effort  to  right  our  wu’ongs,  still  we  <hj 
not  readily  appear  to  sympathize  with  these  suffer- 
ings in  others.  By  the  effoi-ts  of  the  German  Legal 
Aid  Society  great  and  hai-rowing  sorrow  has  fre- 
quently been  made  to  vanish,  and  many  thousands 
have  through  its  work  been  sent  to  their  homes 
satisfied  that  evmn  the  poorest  has  the  op|)ortunity 
for  the  enforcement  of  his  lights.  No  one  will 
dare  withhold  wages  from  one  entitled  to  receive 
them,  so  long  as  the  German  Legal  Aid  Society 
stands  on  guard  ; no  one  will  dare  to  trample  the 
rights  of  the  poor  and  helpless  under  foot,  as  long 
as  the  appearance  of  tlie  Society’s  attorney  in  coui-t 
demands  respect  and  a careful  consideration  of  the 
rights  of  its  clients.  And  apart  from  the  fact  that 
injustice  and  unfair  dealing  are  rendered  more 
difficult  than  heretofore,  so  far  as  the  poor  are  con- 
cerned, it  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration 
that  much  suffering  is  obviated  by  timely  advice, 
especially  when  given  to  those  who  have  not  as  yet 
familiarized  themselves  with  the  laws  and  habits 
of  this  countrv. 

e 4 

The  Constitution  of  the  German  Legal  Aid  Societv 
states  it  to  be  the  object  of  the  Society  to  render 
legal  aid  and  assistance  gratuitously  if  necessary  to 
all  who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who  from 
poverty  are  unable  to  procure  it.  Translated  into 
practice,  this  means  that  our  Attoi'iiey  has  given 
legal  aid  and  assistance  free  of  charge  to  all  who 
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from  poverty  are  unable  to  procure  it,  and  whose 
cases  appear  to  be  worthy,  whenever  the  claims 
amounted  to  or  less  ; in  cas(‘S  involving  more 
tlian  .^10  the  Attorney  has  been  authorized  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  demand  the  payment  of*^  10% 
of  the  amount  actually  collected,  whicli  10%,  during 
the  year  1894,  yielded  the  sum  uf  .82,055,80.  By 
agreement  witli  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  Attorney 
is  authorized  to  retain  one-quarter  of  this  amount, 
and  ]*equired  to  pay  three-quarters  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Society.  During  1894,  therefore,  the  Society 
received  fi’oni  this  source  $1,541.52.  It  has  ap- 
peai*ed  to  the  Board  of  Directors  but  fair  to  levy 
this  small  tax  upon  those  who  collect  through  the 
Society  sums  larger  than  $10,  because  were  it  not 
for  this  arrangement  the  office  would  be  overrun 
with  applicants  for  assistance  whose  cases  were  of 
uich  doubtful  character  that  on  investigation  they 
would  have  to  be  dismissed.  But  this  investigation 
would  in  itself  take  unnecessary  and  valuable  time 
which  belongs  in  reality  to  the  tme  clients,  being 
/hose  having  just  claims,  and  who  are  too  poor  to 
ongage  private  counsel. 

Though  the  German  Legal  Aid  Society  is  German 
in  name,  it  is  American,  and  we  might  say  cosnio- 
]»olitan,  in  its  actions.  Originally  it  was  started  by 
Germans  to  assist  Germans,  but  gradually  those  of 
( ther  nationalities  flocked  to  onr  office,  as  a feeling 
t f human  sympathy  and  fairness  rendered  it  im- 
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possible  to  send  away  those  not  of  German  descent. 
The  Constitution,  which  originally  provided  that 
the  legal  aid  and  assistance  should  be  given  only  to 
those  of  German  descent  wlio  were  worthy  thereof, 
was  in  1890  changed  to  read  that  the  Society  would 
render  legal  aid  and  assistance  to  a//  who  apiieared 
worthy  thereof.  As  a result,  the  proportion  of 
Germans  to  the  number  of  applicants  has  gradually 
been  reduced.  Thus  we  observe  tliat.  during  the 
year  1894,  out  of  7,-835  ap])licants,  3,082  were  Ger- 
mans, equalling  39%  ; while  in  1893  the  proportion 
of  Germans  to  the  total  number  was  52%  ; in  1892, 
65%;  in  1891,  65%;  in  1890,  73%.  Over  500  of  the 
applicants  during  the  past  year  were  natives  of 
the  United  States  ; over  1,800  natives  of  Eussia  ; 
over  300  natives  of  Ireland  ; while  the  Latin  races 
sent  over  150  applicants  to  our  office.  It  I’eqnires 
a considerable  degree  of  patience  and  exj^erience, 
and  knowledge  of  languages,  to  enable  the  Attorney 
and  his  staff  to  properly  advise  and  represent  these 
callers  from  the  entire  universe  who  flock  to  him 
for  aid  and  comfort.  Palestine,  Morocco,  Persia, 
Turkey  and  Egypt,  nay,  even  distant  Australia, 
sent  their  representatives. 


The  business  of  the  office  increasing  in  manner 
stated,  it  became  necesssary  to  devise  means  of 
augmenting  the  force  of  those  who  were  to  do  the 
Society’s  work.  For  that  reason,  and  with  still 
broader  ends  in  view,  the  Board  of  Directors  during 


the  past  year  aatliorized  four  volunteer  counsel,  all 
ot  the  highest  character  and  standing,  to  act  as 
assistant  counsel  for  the  Society,  their  services  being 
rendered  without  charge.  Through  their  aid 
applicants  can  receive  the  benefit  of  this  institution 
without  necessarily  going  to  the  office  of  the  princi- 
pal Attorney  in  Nassau  Street.  The  gentlemen  who 
have  honored  the  Society  and  themselves  by  volun- 
teering to  come  to  our  aid  are  the  following  : Mr. 
Henry  Crofut  White,  of  Xo.  22  William  St.;  Mr 
Kohert  Shaw  Barlow,  of  Xo.  d5  Wall  St. ; Mr.  Ernest 
?.  Moore,  of  Xo.  20  Delancey  St.  (University  Settle- 
nent  Society),  and  ]\Ir.  Jolm  Patterson,  of  Xo.  50 
Xne  Street  These  gentlemen  were  elected  members 
of  the  Society,  but  are  absolved  from  jiaving  mem- 
bership fees,  and  have  already  done  much  to  ease 
1 he  path  of  the  sufferer  and  also  to  ease  the  work 
(t  Mr.  Robert  Goeller,  the  principal  Attorney  of 
the  Society,  whose  office,  as  heretofore,  has  been 
£1 1 Xo.  35  Nassau  St, , and  whose  valuable  services 
the  Society  hopes  to  be  able  to  retain  for  many  a 
3 ear  to  come. 


It  appears  from  the  Attorney’s  Report  that  durino- 
tlie  year  1894  the  sum  of  8i^5, 176.80  was  paid  to  the 
c lents  of  the  Society  direct,  while  indirectly  the 
additional  and  further  sum  of  $37,447.41  was  re- 
C(|ived  by  the  said  clients  through  the  intercession 
o;  the  Attorney.  This  makes,  in  all,  the  sum  of 
S(  2.024.27,  which  represents  the  pecuniary  effect  of 
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the  Attorney's  office  upon  the  applicants.  Since 
the  organization  of  the  Society  the  05. 80S  clients 
have  V)een  paid  directly  $199,430.40,  and  indirectly 
$250,173.90  through  the  intercession  of  our  ,\ttoi-- 
ney — in  all,  $449,004.30. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  thi.s 
Society  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  tlie  fol- 
lowing organizations  for  distributing  tickets  bv 
which  homeless  men  and  women  are  referi-ed  to  the 
Detiartment  of  Public  Charities  aiid  Correction, 
nanielv  : 

Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 
Poor. 

Charitv  Organization  Societv. 

Chiblren’s  Aid  Societv. 

mJ 

Down-Town  Relief  Bureau. 

East  Side  House. 

Em[)loyment  Society. 

French  Benevolent  Societv. 

4. 

German  Societv. 

Industrial  Christian  Alliance. 

Italian  Benevolent  Society. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Mission. 

Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

United  Hebrew  Charities. 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Bowoiy 
Branch. 

The  object  of  this  arrangement  has  been  to  dis- 
courage professional  vagrancy  and  to  assist  home- 
less people  to  escape  the  degradation  and  demoi-ali- 
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zitioii  of  aimless  lives  spent  in  the  streets  and  free 
](<lging  houses,  or  in  the  lodging  rooms  of  police 
s ations.  It  is  believed  that  if  all  tlie  organizations 
tliat  have  entered  into  the  compact  will  strictly 
follow  the  plan  adopted,  it  will  prevent  the  accu- 
n ulation  of  vagrants  from  surrounding  States  and 
CDunties  in  the  City  of  New  York,  an  accumula- 
tion which  heretofore  has  overtaxed  the  charitable 
r(  sources  of  the  city,  and  worked  detriment  to  the 
resident  poor.  It  is  understood  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Charities  and  Correction  will  take  care  of 
all  persons  who  may  be  sent  to  it  with  cards  fur- 
nished to  applicants  by  the  Societies  hereinabove 
named,  including  the  German  Legal  Aid  Society. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ARTHUR  V.  BRIESEN, 

President. 

New  York,  January  2J,  1S95. 
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ninj:teenth  annual  report 


OF  THE 

Treasurer  of  the  German  Legal  Aid  Society, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1804. 
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Rkceii’TS. 

Balance  on  hand,  as  per  last  annual  report $2,064.29 

Dues  from  164  members,  at  $20 3,280.00 

“ 75  “ at  $10 750.00 

“ 5 “ for  1895,  at  $20 100.00 

“ 2 “ “ at  $10 20.00 

Fees  and  net  costs  collected,  $2,055.36 — 75^ 1,541-5- 

Interest  on  balance 80.00 

$7,S35-Si 

Expenditures. 

Salaries  and  office  e.xpenses $5,Stx).oo 

Printing  and  postage  93-75 

Commission  account 145-^0 

Robert  Goeller,  sundries 57-^5 

6,096.00 

Cash  on  hand  Jan’y  ist,  1895 $1,739.81 
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ROBERT  BE  HR, 


Treasurer. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP’  THE 


Attorney  of  the  German  Lecial  Aid  Society, 

For  ISIU. 


11  the  course  of  last  year's  report  the  Attorney  of 
the  Society  |)redicted  that  the  number  of  clients  for 
IS'iT  j)robably  would  not  fall  short  of  7,5oo.  This 
foiecast  has  been  more  than  realized,  the  actual 
number  of  clients  dining'  the  ]>ast  year  having  been 
7,^'35.  Of  this  number  4,502,  or  5Sj  per  cent.,  were 
men,  and  3,2  03,  or  41f  per  cent.,  were  women.  But 
1,050,  or  21  |)er  cent.,  were  citizens,  (»,1S5,  or  70  per 
cei  t.  of  the  total  number,  having  been  non-citizens. 
During  the  month  of  January  the  numlier  of  persons 
thrt  a})})lied  for  legal  aid  at  this  otlice  was  734,  in 
February  it  decreased  to  570,  in  March  it  rose  again 
to  i!0S.  in  April  it  reached  the  number  001,  in  May 
it  \ 'as  040,  in  June  774,  in  July  715,  in  August  721, 
in  September  477,  in  October  004,  in  Xovember  571, 
am  in  December  055. 


* 


The  nationality  of  the  applicants  and  the  num- 
ber from  each  country  is  shown  bv  the  followina- 
tab  e : 


1 ^ 
1 O 


1892. 

1893. 

1891^. 

Australia,  . 

1 

1 

0 

Austria, 

410 

542 

085 

Belgium, 

9 

0 

31 

Brazil, 

1 

mm 

1 

Canada, 

4 

0 

30 

Cuba, 

1 

•> 

o 

Denmark,  . 

14 

18 

20 

Egypt, 

1 

8 

England, 

24 

47 

108 

France, 

0 

20 

30 

Germany,  . 

. 3,048 

3,315 

3,082 

Greece, 

1 

14 

Holland, 

0 

57 

Hungary, 

210 

240 

314 

Ireland, 

81 

1 35 

203 

Italy, 

11 

10 

30 

Luxembourg, 

9 

8 

Mexico, 

4 

Morocco, 

*> 

Norway, 

0 

o 

10 

Palestine, 

2 

9 

Persia, 

1 

9 

Portugal, 

9 

s 

Roumania,  . 

4 

30 

47 

Russia, 

013 

1,251 

1,853 

Servia, 

1 

o *> 

oo 

Spain, 

9 

3 

0 

Sweden, 

! 11 

33 

31 

Switzerland, 

71 

250 

340 

Turkey, 

0 

2o 

Fruited  States, 

102 

313 

501 

5,541 


0,285 


^ CO*' 
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It  will  1)0  noticed  that  the  niiinher  of  applicants 

ol  all  nationalities  has  increased,  with  the  exception 

ol  the  Swedish  and  German.  The  number  of 

applicants  from  Sweden  has  fallen  from  33  to  31  ; 

fiorn  Germany  from  3,048  in  1893,  and  3,315  in 

h 93,  to  3,082  in  1894.  In  the  davs  of  the  infancy 

^ %/ 

ol  this  Society  almost  all  of  its  reli('f  was  given  to 
natives  of  Germany;  now  3,082  out  of  7,835  appli- 
cmits,  about  39  per  cent.,  are  of  this  nationality. 
T lis  number  does  not  equal  the  appli(*ants  of  Russia, 
Austria  and  Hungary.  The  quality  of  the  German 
immigrants  to  this  country  has  been  improving 
ir  about  the  inverse  ratio  in  which  their  nnmhers 
have  applied  to  this  office  for  relief.  Ten,  or  even 
ti  'e  years  ago  they  were  ignorant  and  litigious. 
X )w  they  are  intelligent  and  self-respecting,  and 
can  in  consequence,  to  a large  extent,  tliemselves 
a(  just  difficulties  that  arise  hetw(?en  themselves 
and  their  employers.  Considering  the  fact  that  the 
la 'gest  element  of  onr  polyglot  population  is  Ger- 
m in,  this  increase  of  intelligence  is  an  encouraging 
sigm.  We  still  continue  the  name  “German  Legal 
A d Society,"  because  the  Society  was  founded  by 
Gormans,  and  most  of  its  subscribers  and  members 
aie  found  among  the  ranks  of  that  people;  and  in 
the  word  “German”  there  is  a ring  of  sincerity, 
pertinacity  and  justice. 
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Our  clients  came  to  seek  relief  as  follows  : 


For 


1892. 

1893. 

189 't. 

Wages, 

3,121 

4,177 

4, 90S 

Goods  Sold  and  Delivered, 

218 

223 

33.^ 

Money  Loaned, 

185 

231 

382 

Board  and  Lodging,  . 

31 

124 

327 

Lost  Baggage, 

15 

125 

171 

Divorce 

41 

149. 

241 

Sejiaration  and  Support. 

44 

198 

311 

Other  Social  and  Family 

Troubles,  ... 

5«) 

193 

145 

Injuries  to  Pei-son. 

79. 

143 

142 

Injuries  to  Property. 

289 

1 (ts 

214 

Inheritance  Matters, 

87 

k;3 

227 

Papers  Drawn, 

73 

loo 

127 

Advice  other  than  Legal, 

809 

177 

195 

Miscellaneous  Matters,  . 

499. 

138 

47 

4,095  demand  notes  Avere  wiltten  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  and  in  consecpience  of  these  and  the 
institution  of  legal  ju’oceedings  825. 1 70. Ml  Avas 
collected  and  paid  over  to  our  clients.  l.o.io 
demand  notes  resulted  in  the  immediate  ])ayment 
of  the  claims,  Avhich  is  due,  of  course,  to  the  moral 
suasion  exercised  by  the  knowledge  that  non- 
payment Avould  he  followed  by  suit.  In  2,255 
instances,  in  Avhich  the  amount  involved  Avas 
$37,447.41,  the  Society  Avas  the  indirect  means  of 
collecting  and  settling  claims.  By  the  term 
“indirect  means”  is  meant  the  collection  of  monev 
by  onr  clients  directly  on  account  of  our  efforts, 
no  part  of  Avhich  passed  through  the  hands  of  the 
Attorney. 
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In  the  Courts  of  Record  during  the  year,  your 
ADtorney  appeared  in  ninety-three  actions,  in  sixty- 
seven  for  the  plaintiff  and  in  twenty-six  for  the 
dffendant;  twenty-seven  were  for  negligence,  ten 
foL-  divorce,  ten  for  money  loaned,  eleven  for  work, 
la  jor  and  services,  one  for  ejectment,  two  for  an- 
m.lment  of  marriage,  thirteen  for  foreclosure,  one 
for  false  imprisonment,  four  for  accountings,  three 
fo  • goods  sold  and  delivered,  five  lor  conversion, 
one  for  trespass,  two  for  slander,  two  to  set  aside  a 
se  lied  instrument,  and  one  for  destruction  of  per- 
sonal property.  In  almost  all  of  the  foreclosure 
actions,  in  many  for  divorce,  and  in  both  of  those 
fo  ’ slander  the  appearances  on  the  part  of  your 
Ai  torney  were  for  the  defendant.  In  the  actions 
fo  • divorce,  your  Attorney  appeared  only  for 
women.  Twenty-two  actions  were  tried  in  these 
Ccurts  in  tlie  course  of  the  year,  in  four  of  which 
your  Attorney  appeared  for  the  defendant  and  in 
eighteen  for  the  plaintiff*.  He  was  successful  in 
nineteen  of  these  trials. 


four  Attorney  actually  took  part,  appearing  for 
either  complainant  or  defendant,  in  twenty  actions 
in  tlie  Police  Courts.  These  appeamnces  were  in 
grand  and  petit  larceny  cases,  disorderly  house, 
criminal  negligence,  assault,  ahandonment,  and  se- 
du  Tion  under  l)reach  of  promise  of  marriage.  The 
off  ce  was  unsuccessful  in  but  four  instances.  This 
off  ce  did  not  of  course  lend  itself  to  the  adjustment 


I 


1 7 

of  tenement  house  quarrels,  nor  did  your  Attorney 
appear  in  Court  in  cases  of  bar-room  brawls,  or  in 
those  where  both  parties  were  about  equally  at 
fault. 

Though  the  work  of  the  office  is  greatly  increased, 
as  the  large  number  of  applicants  shows,  the  luim- 
her  of  District  Court  cases  has  gradually  been  re- 
duced from  (126  in  the  vear  to  451  in  the  vear 
181t2)  and  to  20 1 in'  the  year  18{t4.  The  large  de- 
crease of  the  last  vear  is  due  to  our  verv  cai’eful 
examination  before  a case  is  taken  up.  and  also  to 
the  chai’ge  of  one  dollar  for  typewriting,  carfare, 
etc.,  in  doubtful  actions.  Then,  again,  where  the 
matter  in  controversv  between  our  clients  and 
their  employers  is  but  two  or  three  dollars,  as  for 
instance  when  a domestic  claims  sixteen  dollars 
from  a mistress,  and  the  latter  offers  her  fourteen 
dollars,  with  a reasonable  explanation  for  her  re- 
fusal to  pav  the  other  two  dollajs,  vom*  Attoi  nev 
almost  invariably  insists  on  the  client  accepting  tln^ 
offer  of  the  defendant.  This  office  continuallv 
dings  into  the  ears  of  its  clients  the  princi})le,  that 
suits  are  brought,  not  for  the  sake  of  inconveniencing 
the  defendant,  hut  to  gain  something  substantial 
for  the  plaintiff.  Your  Attorney  also  always  brings 
liome  the  fact  that  time  is  nionev. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  actions,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  in  winch  the  amount  of 
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i8-l,19().o8  was  involved,  were  for  wa^es  ; eleven, 
for  the  aggregate  sum  of  ^8-1-88. 74,  were  for 
bleach  of  contract;  fourteen,  fora  total  of  $1,107.- 
4f.  were  for  conversion;  tAvelve,  in  which  the 
amount  involved,  was  $808.48,  were  for  money 
loxned;  nine,  in  which  the  amount  footed  up 
$-141  27,  were  for  goods  sold  and  delivered;  five,  in 
w lich  the  sum  total  was  $837. 3J,  Avere  for  in- 
jnry  to  personal  property;  one  was  a mechanic's 
lit  n case  for  $48,  and  another,  an  acdion  on  an  in- 
surance policy,  for  $0n.  The  totnl  amount  sued 
for  in  these  Courts  Avas  $7,577.00.  Onlv  seventeen 
of  the  two  hundred  and  sixtv-one  actions  begun 
AV(U‘e  brought  on  pay  summonses,  one  hundred  and 
ni  lety-nine  being  on  pauper  applications.  There 
were  100  actual  trials  during  the  year  in  these 
C(»urts,  in  Avhich  the  amount  involv^ed  Avas  $0,- 
091.30;  in  three  of  these,  your  Attorney  appeared 
fo  ■ the  defendant,  the  claims  involving  $490,  and 
in  all  thi’ee  actions  he  was  successful.  One  bun- 
dled and  twenty-five  judgments  were  obtained 
for  the  plaintiff,  amounting  to  tln^  total  of  $3,- 
20j.55,  and  four  judgments  \A"ere  also  obtained 
avmrding  the  return  of  personal  property  of 
th?  value  of  $303.95  to  our  clients.  In  fourteen 
acaons  the  office  A\ms  unsuccessful,  two  of  these 
he.ng  trials  hv  jurv.  Twenty  actions,  in  which 
$1  047.14  Avere  iiiAmlA'ed,  were  dismissed  because 
of  the  non-appearance  of  plaintiffs  in  court  after 
re])eated  notifications  on  the  part  of  your  Attor- 
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ney.  A reasonable  ex})lanation  in  cases  of  this 
kind  is  that  the  parties  themselves  settled  outside  of 
court.  Thirty-three  cases  AA’ere  settled  in  the  office, 
after  the  service  of  the  summons  and  before  trial, 
for  $044. 33.  Tavo  actions  Avere  removed  by  onr  o])po- 
nents  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  in  three 
others  appeals  AA'ere  taken  Avhich  have  been  decided 
in  favor  of  our  clients.  The  snni  of  $032.57  Ava^^ 
collected  on  judgments  Avithout  issuance  of  execu- 
tion. Bv  the  aid  of  execution  s45»).08  Avas  collect- 
ed  on  judgments. 


Your  Attorney  mentions  Avith  great  pleasure  the 
kind  and  courteous  treatment  received  in  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  at  the  hands  of  the  Clerks.  When 
it  is  considered  that  most  of  our  clients  ai-e  from 
the  east  side,  and  that  more  actions  in  Avhich  the 
Society  is  interested  are  disposed  of  in  the  Fourth 
District  Court  than  in  all  the  othei'  District  Courts 
taken  together,  it  Avill  he  seen  that  the  C'lei-k  of 
this  Court  can  he  of  great  assistance  to  the  Attor- 
neA"  in  the  saving  of  time  and  annovance.  Even 
more  ])leasant  than  in  former  years,  if  such  a thing 
Avere  possible,  have  been  the  cordial  i-elations  ex- 
isting during  the  ]>ast  year  hetAA'een  Mi\  Julius 
Harhurger,  the  Clerk  of  the  Fourth  District  Court, 
and  this  office.  Mr.  William  J.  Kennedy,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Ninth,  Mr.  J.  J.  Galligan,  tlie  Clerk  of 
the  Eleventh,  Mr,  Syh'ester  E.  Nolan,  the  Clerk  of 
the  SeA^enth,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Fisher,  the  interpretei- 
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of  the  latter  Court,  liave  also  been  uniformly  kind 
to  .vard  us . 


Ill  the  course  of  the  year  sixtv-live  executions 
were  returned  unsatisfied.  This  is  due  in  a gi-eat 
nnasure  to  the  unfortunate  tinaiicial  condition 
in  which  our  clients  and  their  opponents  at  the 
present  time  find  themselv^es.  Then,  again,  in 
m my  instances,  in  which  the  execution  has  been 
reurned  marked  “no  pi-operty,”  the  Marshal 
w len  about  to  levy  on  goods  or  a stock  presnm- 
al  ]y  helonging  to  the  defendant,  was  confronted 
witli  an  affidavit,  or  hill  of  sale,  or  some  other  doc- 
ni  lent  which  e idenced  that  the  o\Miership  of  the 
gcods  in  question  was  not  in  the  defendant,  hut  in 
so  nehody  else,  frequently  his  wife  or  a near  rela- 
ti'  e.  Often  a defendant  is  acting  under  the  advice 
of  counsel  and  dares  the  Marshal  to  make  a levy  at 
hi  5 peril.  Visions  of  a law  suit  for  heavy  damages 
fo  • the  wi’ongfnl  conversion  of  good.^  loom  u]i  hefoi’e 
th^  Marshal,  who  is  under  bonds,  and  he  invari- 
ably 1‘efuses  to  make  a levy  where  the  ownership  of 
tli3  property  to  be  taken  is  doubtful,  unless  a bond 
fo  • his  protection  be  given  him  by  the  plaintiff. 
As  probably  the  only  available  asset  in  the  world 
wjiich  our  client  possesses  is  the  judgment  which 
has  just  been  recovered,  and  which  he  is  seek- 
ing’ to  collect,  he  is  of  course  unable  to  give  this 
houd,  and  the  execution  is  necessarily  returned 
nr  satisfied,  and  fraud  and  had  faith  have  once 
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more  triumphed  over  justice  and  want.  Tour  At- 
torney has  frequently  felt  that  full  justice  could 
not  he  done  to  his  clients  unless  he  had  the  abi- 
lity in  certain  aggravated  cases  to  give  l)onds. 
Several  tiuies  he  would  himself  have  become  a 
surety,  the  fraud  being  so  apparent,  had  he  not 
been  consti’ained  by  the  rule  of  the  Courts  making 
lawvers  ineligible  to  serve  as  bondsmen.  Perhaps 
two  or  three  business  men,  members  of  this  Society, 
will  volunteer  during  the  coming  year  to  go  on  bonds 
wliere  the  amount  of  the  judgment  is  small  and  the 
o])portunity  for  injustice  and  fraud  great.  here 
the  judgment  has  exceeded  twenty-five  dollars,  the 
defendants  have  been  examined  in  supplementary 
proceedings,  even  though  the  client  has  been  unahle 
to  pav  the  expenses  of  the  Sheriff  s fees.  For  the 
edification  of  our  members  who  are  not  lawyers,  it 
might  he  well  to  state  that  an  examination  in  pro- 
ceedings su])plenientary  can  he  held  onU"  when  the 
amount  of  the  judgment  exceeds  twent}’-five  dollars 
and  after  can  execution  has  been  returned  unsatisfied 
by  tlie  Sheriff.  Even  wliere  the  suit  has  been 
hi’onght  on  a paupei*  application,  the  Sherift  s fees 
must  he  i)aid,  and  they  amount  on  an  average,  with 
mileage,  to  two  dollars.  There  is  no  fee  connected 
with  the  execution,  wliich  is  issued  out  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court,  and  which  is  executed  by  a marshal. 
Collecting  judgments  by  supplementary  proceed- 
ings, as  all  attorneys  know,  is  a long  and  tedious 
method,  and  seldom  productive  of  results. 
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Many  of  our  clients,  especially  among  the  Russian 
'lews,  feel  more  bitter  after  recovering  a judgment 
aiul  not  obtaining  tlieir  money  than  they  did  before 
tb  ^ suit  was  brought.  All  they  are  seeking  for  is 
th  ?ir  money,  and  they  think  that,  in  some  peculiar 
way,  if  the  defendant  does  not  pay,  the  Court,  or 
tb  ^ City,  or  the  State,  or  somebodv,  ought  to  make 
go  )d  the  defendant's  delinquency.  Some  of  our 
saddest  experiences  in  the  office  are  with  clients 
who  refuse  to  believe  that  we  haw.  not  collected 
tbo  money,  after  making  every  possible  effort. 
Altbougb  the  marshal  reports  that  the  defendant 
ha?  but  a miserable  machine  or  two,  lives  and 
wc  rks  in  a kind  of  a hovel,  and  is  tc>tally  irrespon- 
sitle,  they  imagine  nevertheless  that  he  is  worth 
bu)  little  short  of  a million,  and  is  well  able  to 
pa^^  their  trifling  judgment.  This  1o  them  gi*ows 
larger  and  dearer  on  account  of  its  uncollectihility, 
and  they  feel  that  the  office,  together  with  the 
marshal  and  the  court,  are  in  collusion  with  the 
delendant  to  defraud  them.  To  many,  coming  as 
they  do  from  governments  which  are  bureaucracies, 
oui  office  seems  to  he  of  an  official  nature,  and 
they  think  that  we  are  in  the  employ  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  and  that  we  have  all 
po\rer,  even  beyond  and  above  the  law,  to  collect 
their  claims. 
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Manv  of  onr  clients  are  brought  into  trouble  l)y 

an  inordinate  desire  to  obtain  wealth  rapidly.  This 

desire  often  develops  an  amount  of  gullibility,  of 

which  a certain  class  of  people  of  both  sexes  in 

New  York  are  not  slow  to  take  advantage.  An 

exanqde  of  this  is  No.  7, <>47  on  our  books.  He  had 

a few  hundred  dollars.  He  formed  the  acciuaintance 

of  a woman  who  advertised  as  a clairvoyant  in  the 

newspai)ers,  and  professed  to  be  able  to  tell  fortunes 

by  means  of  cardsj  and  to  assist  any  one,  for  a 

consideration,  to  win  any  desired  amount  on  the 

so-called  Italian  Bonds,  which  may  be  purchased  at 

many  })laces  in  this  city.  Our  confiding  client,  on 

advice  of  the  clairvoyant,  purchased  such  a bond, 

and,  in  consideration  of  fifteen  dollars  by  him  ])aid 

to  the  fortune-teller,  was  assured  that  he  would  win 

at  the  next  di-awing  the  magnificent  sum  of  si. 5.000. 

One  drawing  after  another  took  place,  but  the 

S15.000  was  not  forthcoming,  although  on  ])re- 

senting  himself  to  the  fortune-teller  after  the 

drawing  he  was  alwavs  assured,  in  a most  win- 

ning  way,  that  he  would  draw  the  prize  next  time. 

Relying  on  this,  he  would  pay  her  another  fifteen 

or  twentv-five  dollars,  or  some  other  sum.  So  this 
%/ 

little  comedy,  or  tragedy  if  you  will,  went  on  for 
about  a vear  and  a half,  and  the  time  came  when 
our  client  had  given  the  fortune-teller  over  four 
hundred  dollars,  all  the  money  he  had,  his  hard- 
earned  savings  for  years.  On  his  making  this  state 
of  facts  known  to  the  clairvoyant,  she  changed  her 
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n.ime,  and  disappeared.  After  waiting  some  time, 
our  present  client  applied  at  the  Essex  Market 
P dice  Court  for  a warrant.  The  justice  sent  him 
tc  our  office  for  investigation.  Papers  were  pre- 
pared, the  warrant  was  issued,  and  the  officer 
having  the  matter  in  charge  is  still  looking  for  the 
woman. 

This  case,  to  a certain  extent,  illustiates  oiir 
st  anding  in  the  Courts.  For  a long  time  the  Courts 
were  of  the  ojnnion  that  we  were  hut  a collection 
agency,  and  only  in  the  law  husiness  for  the  ])ur- 
pose  of  making  money,  but  this  ini])ression  has 
bt  en  effaced,  and  hardly  a day  got'S  by  that  some 
unfortunate  is  not  sent  to  us  by  one  of  the  judges, 
01  clerks,  or  other  attaches  of  the  District  Courts, 
Police  Courts,  or  Courts  of  Eecord.  In  the  Police 
Courts  especially  this  has  become  a tVature.  Where 
ai  application  is  made  to  the  justici;  for  a warrant, 
aid  the  facts  are  very  complicated,  consisting  of 
m ich  detail,  oi-  where,  on  account  of  the  appli* 
cant’s  ignorance  and  lack  of  command  of  the 
language,  it  is  not  very  clear  just  what  crime,  or 
wl  ether  a ci-ime  at  all,  has  been  committed,  the 
ju  dice  is  apt  to  send  the  case  to  our  office.  Again, 
if  the  person  })i‘aying  for  relief  ought  to  pursue  his 
remedy  in  a cicil  court,  or  even  where  the  trans- 
ac  non  has  been  so  tainted  with  fraud  that  a criminal 
proceeding  would  perhaps  lie,  and  it  yet  seems  to 
the  justice  that  a pursuit  of  the  claim  in  a civil 
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court  would  yield  more  beneficent  results  to  the 
aiiplicant,  the  latter  is  a|»t  to  be  sent  to  this  office. 
In  the  District  Courts,  several  times  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  the  various  justices  have  referred  to 
our  Society  and  its  representatives  as  occupying  a 
peculiar  position,  quasi-judicial  in  its  nature,  and 
they  have  always  recognized  that  our  aim  in 
appearing  before  the  court  was  to  obtain  justice, 
and  not  pecuniary  gain  for  ourselves. 

It  might  be  added  in  this  connection  that  if  a case 
is  tried  and  lost  our  poor  client  pays  nothing.  If  it 
is  tried  and  won  and  the  judgment  is  not  collected, 
our  client  is  put  to  no  expense.  If  it  is  tried  and 
won,  and  the  amount  of  the  judgment  collected  is 
less  than  ten  dollars,  the  client  obtains  the  full 
amount.  Only  in  cases  wliere  the  amount  of  the 
judgment  is  more  than  ten  dollars  is  the  client  re- 
quired to  pay  anything,  and  then  but  ten  per  cent. 
It  will  be  noticed'  that  this  payment  is  made  out  of 
moneys  collected  by  the  Society,  and  the  whole 
amount  of  which  would  liave  been  lost  to  the  i)arty 
but  for  our  etforts.  Even  where  the  additional 
dollar  is  asked  for,  it  is  only  in  actions  in  which  the 
plaintiff  can  pay  the  same  without  any  sacrifice  on 
his  or  her  ])art,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  this 
amount  is  in  no  we.y  compensatory  for  the  car  fare. 
tv})ewriting  and  time  of  counsel.  W here  the  case 
is  a worthy  one  and  the  applicant  has  no  means 
at  all,  the  dollar  which  must  be  given  for  the  ser- 
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vice  of  the  suininoiis  to  the  marslial  is  advanced 
out  of  the  month's  commission  account.  Nol)ody 

who  has  a meritorious  case  is  turne'l  away  for  lack 
ol  means. 

Applicants  are  constantly  being  sent  to  ns  from 
tlie  Charity  Organization  Society,  the  Society 
for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  the 
\ 3iing  Men’s  Christian  Association,  the  Christian 
A (1  to  Employment  Society,  the  New  York  City 
Mission,  and  the  other  charitable  organizations  of 
this  city.  In  fact,  we  are  now  widely  recognized 
as  having  in  our  office  the  facilities,  the  knowledge 
ai:d  the  inclination  for  doing  charity  work  of  a legal 
ns  ture. 
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V\  hen  the  “Lucania”  breaks  tlie  record,  her 
passengers  cheer  the  captain,  and  yet  the  men  in 
charge  of  the  engines,  and  the  firemen  and 
sti'kers,  who  shoveled  on  the  coal,  had  much  to 
do  with  the  record-breaking.  And  so  the  Attoi- 
nev  of  this  Society  gets  much  credit  for  the  work 
do  le,  yet  credit  is  due  to  the  whole  office  force, 
frcm  the  boy  up.  Your  Attorney  has  been  ably 
seconded  by  his  assistants,  Mr.  Stroh  and  Mr. 
Sclmlz,  as  almost  all  of  the  court  work  in  the 
Disti'ict  Courts  has  fallen  upon  their  shoulders. 
Ch  ef  credit  is  due.  how'ever,  to  Mr.  Albert  Leuz. 
He  occupies  very  much  the  same  position  as  does 
the  chief  engineer  of  a steamship  which  breaks  the 
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ocean  record.  The  oiling,  the  smooth  and  effective 
power  of  the  machinery  of  the  office,  is  due  to  his  ' 
diligence,  sincerity  and  charitableness.  Almost  all 
the  ajiplicants  see  him,  and  hundreds  of  the  cases 
are  settled  at  his  desk,  without  either  complainant 
or  defendant  seeing  any  one  of  the  three  attorneys 
in  the  office.  Too  much  credit  can  hardly  he  given 
him. 


Does  the  Society  pay  ? Is  there  a sufficient  re- 
turn for  the  moneys  expended  ? Perha})S,  judging 
by  the  money  collected,  the  query  might  he 
answered  in  the  negative.  When  it  is  remem- 
bered. however,  that  most  of  the  good  work  ac- 
conqdished — such  as  i-econciliations  effected  be- 
tween husbands  and  wives,  and  advice  given  to 
young  women  and  young  men  in  trouble  and  al- 
most totally  discouraged — does  not  a])peai‘  in  a 
report,  hut  that  such  events  are  nevertheless  of 
evervdav  occurrence  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Society,  then 
the  querv  mav  well  he  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
The  standard  of  our  a})plicants  has  been  i-nised 
as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  inf  uence  them. 
The  office  has  tried  to  show  by  its  manner  of  deal- 
ing  that  a lie  is  unjustifiable,  even  to  obtain  a judg- 
ment : that  not  only  is  honesty  the  best  policy,  but 
is  to  be  exercised  because  it  is  right.  Our  inter- 
views with  applicants  have  been  treated  by  us  as  so 
many  opportunities  of  raising  them  to  truer  man- 
hood and  better  citizenship,  and  the  moments  spent 
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^\  ith  ns  at  our  office  have  l)een  used  foi-  inculcatins: 
those  higher  principles  wliich  ought  to  undeilie 
e'^erv  true  life. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 


ROBERT  OOELLER, 
Attorney  Gennadi  LeyaJ  Aid  Society, 

Nassau  Street. 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS 


OF  THE 


Deutsche!'  Rechts-Schiitz  \'eroiii. 

(gb:raian  legal  aid  society.) 


CONSTITUTION. 


J 


ARTICLE  I. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

Sec.  1.  The  name  by  which  this  Society  shall  be 
known  in  law  is  the  ‘'Deutchek  Rechts-Schutz 
Verein.  ’’ 

Sec.  2.  Its  object  and  ymrpose  sliall  he,  to  render 
legal  aid  and  assistance,  gratuitously,  if  necessary, 
to  all  who  may  appear  worthy  thereof,  and  who, 
from  poverty,  are  unable  to  procure  it. 


ARTICLE  II. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


Sec.  1.  Any  one  may  become  a member  of  this 
Society  on  complying  with  the  conditions  herein- 
after contained. 
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Sec.  2.  All  ap))licatioiis  for  membership  shall  be 
] •resented  to  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Society, 
ndio  shall  hand  the  same  to  a Committee  on  Mein- 
bership,  to  report  on  the  same  to  the  Board. 

Sec.  3.  Every  applicant  shall,  on  admission  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  be  required  to  pay  in  ad- 
A ance  his  annual  dues  for  the  then  curi*ent  calendar 
}ear,  the  amount  of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  but  which  shall  not  inanyevent 
exceed  twenty  dollars  per  year;  and  said*  Board 
shall  also  be  authorized  to  admit  Associate  Mem- 
bers. whose  annual  dues  sliall  be  one-half  the  an- 
nual dues  of  regular  members. 

ARTICLE  III. 

officers  axd  mode  of  ejection. 

Sec.  1.  Ihe  Board  of  Directors  of  tins  Society 
sliall  consist  of  fifteen  members,  to  be  elected  by 
b illot  at  any  special  meeting,  oral  the  annual  meet- 
ii  g of  the  Society,  to  be  held  on  such  a day,  in  the 
n onth  of  Eebruary  of  every  year,  and  at  such  a 
p ace,  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. Vacancies  in  the  Board  during  the  year 
shall  be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the 
B lard  hy  a majority  vote. 

Sec.  2.  Within  one  week  after  the  election  of 
said  Directors,  they  shall  organize,  and  elect  by 
be  Hot  from  among  their  number  a President,  and 
fr3in  among  the  members  of  the  Society  one  or 
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more  Vice-Presidents,  a Treasurer,  a Secretary, 
and  a Law  Committee,  to  be  composed  of  three 
memhers  of  the  Board,  and  also  designate  a mem- 
her  of  the  Society  to  act  as  Attorney,  who  shall 
each  hold  office  during  the  existence  of  the  said 
Board,  or  for  such  shorter  period  as  to  the  Board 
may  seem  ]iro})er. 

Sec  3.  The  officers  with  the  exception  of  the 
Attorney,  shall  give  their  services  gratuitously. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 


meetings. 


Sec  1.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  shall 
be  held  as  aforesaid,  for  the  election  of  Directors, 
for  the  reception  of  re]iorts  and  the  transaction  of 
such  other  business  as  may  be  brought  before  the 
meeting. 

Sec.  2.  Special  meetings  of  the  Society  may  be 
called  at  anv  time  bv  the  Board  of  Directors,  or 
upon  the  written  reipiest  of  ten  members,  setting 
forth  the  object  of  such  special  meeting. 

Sec.  3.  At  least  one  week's  notice  shall  he  given 
to  the  members  of  the  special  meeting  called  under 
the  foregoing  section. 

Sec.  d.  Ten  members  shall  constitute  a quorum 
at  any  annual  or  special  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
the  transaction  of  business. 
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ARTICLE  V.' 

AMENDMENTS. 

Sec.  1.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  inav 
be  altered  or  amended  by  a vote  of  two-tbirds  of  the 
Directors  at  any  meeting  to  be  called  for  the  inir- 
pose,  piovided,  that  such  alteration  or  amendment 
shall^  have  been  first  proposed  and  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Society.  The  notice  of  such  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  duly  set  forth 
said  proposed  alteration  or  amendment.  " 
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BY-LAWS. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Sec.  1.  Tlie  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the 
Vice-President,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  act  under 
the  rules  prescribed  by  parliamentary  laws  and 
usage.  The  President  shall  also  present  a full  report 
of  the  doings  and  progress  of  the  Society  during  the 
previous  year  to  the  members  thereof  at  its  annual 
meeting. 

Sec.  '1.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a proper  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  the  minutes  of  its 
meetings  and  of  those  of  the  Directors,  a complete 
register  of  the  members,  and  shall  keep  on  file  the 
original  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Attorney  to 
the  Board  of  Directors.  He  shall  also  prepare  from 
these  documents  the  annual  report  to  the  Society, 
and  sliall  be  the  medium  ot  the  Society  in  its  com- 
munication with  the  general  public. 

Sec.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  of 
the  Society  and  disburse  the  same.  He  shall  keep 
a full  and  correct  account  of  his  transactions  and 
repoi’t  to  the  Board,  when  so  required,  and,  through 
the  President,  to  the  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting. 
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Sp.c.  4.  ihe  Law  Committee  shall  have  full  con- 
trol and  supervision  over  the  action  of  the  Attorney. 
Its  memoers  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  their 
Lgal  advice  and  their  services  gratuitously;  and 
shall  act  as  Counsel  in  the  Coui’ts,  whenever  it 
seems  to  them  necessary.  It  shall  also  act  as  a 
( ommittee  on  Membership,  and  shall  report  on  the 
1 ames  of  all  desiring  admission. 

Sec.  5.  The  Attorney  shall  attend  to  all  the  law 
lusiness  of  the  Society  ; he  shall  call  to  his  aid  one 
Cl  nioie  of  the  members  of  the  Law  Cc^nimittee  in 
all  difficult  cases  ; and  shall  be  in  constant  conirnu- 
1 ication  with  such  committee.  He  shall  keep  pro- 
I er  books  and  make  a report  in  writing  to  the 
I'Oard,  at  its  regular  sittings,  giving  a detailed 
s :atement  of  the  progress  made. 

Sec.  0.  The  salary  of  the  Attorney  shall  he  fixed 
by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sec.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  hold  regular 
meetings  at  least  once  every  three  months,  and  five 
Siiall  constitute  a (pic^rum. 

Sec.  S.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  the 
]V)wer  to  make  and  adopt  such  rules  and  by-laws 
f(  '1*  their  government  and  the  government  of  the 
S )ciety,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution,  as 
tl  ey  may  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  9.  Should  any  Director  absent  himself  from 
tLiee  successive  meetings  of  the  Board  without 
reasonable  excuse,  or  should  a vacancy  occur,  his 
pi  ice  may  be  declared  vacant,  and  the  Board  shall 
fill  the  same  until  the  next  annual  nieeting. 


‘4T  r 


4 1 


JsEC.  The  Board  of  Directors  are  em]>oweied 
to  strike  from  tlie  list  of  meinhers  any  one  wlioshall 
fail  to  pay  his  dues  for  two  successive  years. 
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AKTItdA:  11. 

Sec.  1.  Order  of  Bii^iuess for  (re)terul  uu(J  Speciid 
Meetiuifs  of  the  Assori(tfioii. 

1.  Declaratiou  by  Secretary  that  a (piorum  is 
present. 

•2.  Reading  of  the  minutes  of  tlie  previous  meet- 


ing. 


9).  Reading  of  Reports. 

4.  (^)nmmnications  from  Spe(*ial  Committees. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

• ».  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 


Sec.  2.  Order  of  Business  for  the  Directors. 

1.  Roll  call. 

2.  Reading  of  the  minutes. 

9).  Communications  from  the  Chaii*. 

4.  Reports  of  standiugcommittees. 
r>.  Election  of  new  members. 
r>.  Rejiorts  by  special  committees. 

7.  (Jld  business. 

8.  New  and  miscellaneous  business. 

[ 
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AirncM.E  III. 


Skc.  1.  These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed,  altered 
Dr  amended  by  a vote  of  tliree-fourths  of  the  mem- 
bers i)reseiit  at  any  meeting  of  tbe  Association,  or 
by  a majoi-ity  of  the  Board  of  Directors  at  any  of 


theii‘  meetings. 
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FORM  OF  DEVISE  AND  BEQUEST. 


1 liereh//  f//rc,  derise  and  bequeath  to 


(y'rmaii  1 te^al  Aid  Society 

(Per  Peittfdie  Hecdy?fdnityr*erctn.) 


[Hero  Insert  the  anioimt  of  Money  or  Personal  Proi)erty 
hetiueathed.  or  Ileal  Estate  Devised.] 


the  same  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  : 
Soc/et?/. 


s. 


